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Beyer girls claim 
MMC title by 
beating Modesto 
Christian twice ib 
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County plans to 
house homeless in 
converted shipping 
containers 3 a 
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Florida sheriff: Suspect 
confessed to killing students 



GERALD HERBERT AP 

Students console each other as they weep during a candlelight vigil for the victims of the Wednesday shooting at Marjory Stoneman Douglas 
High School, in Parkland, Fla., on Thursday. 



SUSAN STOCKER New York Times 

Nikolas Cruz appears in court in Fort Lauderdale, Fla., via video 
conference on Thursday. 


Modesto 
man’s mom 
defends son 
in slaying 


BY ANGELA RUGGIERO 
AND AARON DAVIS 

East Bay Times 

DUBLIN 

The mother of the Modesto 
man accused of mortally 
stabbing a young Tracy wom¬ 
an and dumping her on a 
lonely road to die is pointing 
the finger at her son’s fiancee 
and insisting he isn’t guilty. 

“Daniel is not the guilty 
one in this incident. It’s all 
Melissa. There were things 
said beforehand and I didn’t 
make two and two together, 
until after ... of who it was,” 
said Tracy Gross, mother of 
Daniel Gross, 19, of Modesto 
in a brief statement to this 
newspaper Wednesday night. 

Tracy Gross declined to 
comment further on Thursday 
when she appeared alongside 
other family members at the 
East County Hall of Justice in 
support of her son, who has 
been charged with murder 
for the death of 19-year-old 
Lizette Cuesta. 

His fiancee, Melissa Leo¬ 
nardo, 25, has also been 
charged with Cuesta’s mur¬ 
der. In addition, Gross has 
been charged with the special 
allegation of the use of a 
deadly weapon, a knife, and 
causing great bodily injury to 
Cuesta. 

But Tracy Gross earlier told 
ABC7 that Leonardo was “the 
mastermind of it” all. She 
said it was known that Cuesta 
“adored” her son when they 
all worked together at the 
Carl’s Jr. in Tracy. 

“I know if it wasn’t for her, 
he wouldn’t have done it. 
She’s just as guilty as he is. 
And I think she’s the one that 
did it, because of her jeal¬ 
ously,” she told the news 
station. 

“I wake up with nightmares 
thinking of what that girl 
went through,” she said, cry¬ 
ing. “And I can’t believe my 
son had anything to do with 
it.” 

Both Gross and Leonardo 
appeared in court separately 
Thursday before Judge Gor¬ 
don Baranco in red jail 
clothes. He was handcuffed to 
shackles around his waist. 
Both defendant’s had their 

SEE ARRAIGNMENT, 5A 



ON NBC TV 0>- 
TONIGHT L 

Men’s figure skating; 
women’s super-G alpine 
skiing; women’s freestyle 
skiing aerials and 
slopestyle; women’s 
skeleton 
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Norway 

6 

7 

4 

17 

Germany 

9 

2 

4 

15 

Canada 

4 

5 

4 

13 

Netherlands 

5 

5 

2 

12 

United States 

5 

1 

2 
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As of 7 p.m. EST Thursday 
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Teenager was 
shopping while 
authorities 
looked for him 


BY TERRY SPENCER, 

KELLI KENNEDY 
AND TAMARA LUSH 

Associated Press 

PARKLAND, FLA. 

he teenager accused of 
using a semi-automatic 
rifle to kill 17 people at 
a Florida high school 
confessed to carrying out one of 
the nation’s deadliest school 
shootings and concealing extra 
ammunition in his backpack, 
according to a sheriff’s depart¬ 
ment report. 

The report from the Broward 
County Sheriff’s Office says 
Nikolas Cruz told investigators 
that he shot students in the 
hallways and on the grounds of 


BY GARTH STAPLEY 

gstapley@modbee. com 

RIVERBANK 

Residents on Thursday deliv¬ 
ered petitions to City Hall ask¬ 
ing for a vote of the people to 
overturn recent City Council 
approval of a commercial mari¬ 
juana dispensary on a major 
thoroughfare. 

Another nearly identical pet¬ 
ition would likewise boot a 
second pot shop from down¬ 
town, also recently embraced by 
the council. 

“Riverbank should make up 


Marjory Stoneman Douglas 
High School, one of Florida’s 
largest schools, with an enroll¬ 
ment of 3,000. 

Cruz told officers he brought 
more loaded magazines to the 
school and kept them hidden in 
the backpack until he got on 


its mind as a community, rather 
than a handful of council mem¬ 
bers,” said Art Hidalgo, an orga¬ 
nizer of the grass roots drive. 

Supporters gathered 1,162 
signatures, mostly by going 
door-to-door in local neigh¬ 
borhoods. Stanislaus County 
election officials will spend the 
next couple of weeks verifying 
whether they represent regis¬ 
tered Riverbank voters. 

If enough are valid - about 
1,000 are needed - the City 
Council would reconsider its 
December approval for Flavors 
to open at busy Oakdale and 
Patterson roads, on a stretch 


campus. 

As students began to flee, he 
said, he decided to discard his 
AR-15 rifle and a vest he was 
wearing so he could blend in 
with the crowd. Police recovered 
the rifle and the vest. 

A day after the attack, a fuller 


between Galaxy Theatres and 
McDonald’s. 

If council members don’t 
change their minds about the 
Flavors approval, they would be 
forced to schedule a citywide 
vote known as a referendum. 
The same could happen with 
the Riverbank Cannabis Collec¬ 
tive, approved in January in the 
former Riverbank Hotel at 6609 
Third St. downtown, if pet¬ 
itioners gather enough signa¬ 
tures in the next couple of 
weeks. 

Neither dispensary has 
opened while owners make 
building improvements at both 


portrait emerged of the suspect, 
a loner who had worked at a 
dollar store, trained with a white 
nationalist paramilitary group 
and posted photos of weapons 
on Instagram. At least one stu¬ 
dent said classmates joked that 
Cruz would “be the one to shoot 
up the school.” 

Cruz, a 19-year-old orphan 
whose mother died last year, 
was charged with murder Thurs¬ 
day in the attack at Marjory 
Stoneman Douglas High School 
in this sleepy community on the 
edge of the Everglades. It was 
the nation’s deadliest school 
attack since a gunman assaulted 
an elementary school in New¬ 
town, Conn., more than five 
years ago. 

A vigil Thursday night began 
with a moment of silence. Audi¬ 
ble sobs rose from the crowd as 
the names of victims were read. 
Dressed in the school’s colors, 
some held flowers while others 
wielded signs asking for action 


sites. 

The council has rejected stri¬ 
dent pleas from many marijua¬ 
na opponents at multiple meet¬ 
ings. At each, council members 
say they would prefer to reg¬ 
ulate an industry approved by 
most California voters in Fall 
2016, and receive tens of thou¬ 
sands of dollars each month in 
payments from the dispensaries. 

The council repeatedly has 
reminded people that cannabis 
is here, like it or not, and has 
noted that other agencies also 
intend to regulate pot shops, 
including Stanislaus County, 
Modesto, Oakdale, Ceres, Pat¬ 
terson and Sonora. 

But Turlock, Waterford, 
Hughson and Newman have 
done exactly what marijuana 
opponents in Riverbank ask, 

SEE DISPENSARIES, 5A 



SEE SHOOTING, 5A 


Petitions filed in Riverbank 
to halt OK’d pot dispensaries 
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